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Entering the Capitol grounds from the south, one of the first monuments visitors see is
the Texas African American History Memorial. Unveiled on November 19, 2016, the
monument commemorates African American Texans and their contributions to the
history and evolution of the Lone Star State. 

 

To see how the memorial developed in sculptor Ed Dwight's studio and learn about its
legislative history, visit the Legislative Reference Library's display featuring the piece.
Photographs showing components of the sculpture in different stages, alongside images
of the final product, give insight into the artist's process. Placards lining the top of the
case outline the eight bills that the legislature passed in the process of making the
memorial a reality. (You can also learn more about the monument's legislative
history  here.)

 

As Texans prepare to commemorate Black History Month, we hope you'll visit our
display and the Texas African American History Memorial to learn more about the wide
array of contributions made by Black Texans.
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The Texas African American History Memorial display is located in the case nearest
the reference desk.

 

Photos from sculptor Ed Dwight's studio came to the library courtesy of Bill Jones,
Esq., Chair of the Texas African American History Memorial Foundation, and help us
to see the many steps and intricate work that went into the 27-foot high and 32-foot
wide monument.
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https://lrl.texas.gov/whatsnew/client/index.cfm/2017/2/14/New-Texas-African-American-Monument

